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The Accelerating (Disappearing) Audiovisual ~ Cultural
Phenomenon: How does TikTok Bring about an Experience of
Alienation?

Chia-Rong Tsao
Abstract

In 2017, the Chinese company ByteDance announced the launch of the international
version of TikTok, entering overseas markets. In less than five years, TikTok has amassed
over 1 billion global users. In Taiwan, the user base of TikTok has also grown rapidly in
recent years. While early adopters were primarily children and adolescents, it has gradually
expanded to other age groups. Unlike previous concerns about TikTok mainly focusing on
addictive usage, cybersecurity, and political issues, this study attempts to examine TikTok’s
popularity from the theoretical perspective of acceleration and new forms of alienation
proposed by Hartmut Rosa. It explores how TikTok’s popularity leads to a potential crisis
of “alienation.” The key issue lies in the media characteristics of TikTok and its algorithmic

operation, resulting in specific patterns of content production and consumption.
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2 FTENEHNER MEalis A G TR E 7 — i fYE - [ FE AR
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AR s 0 H TER TRRE ) IR TREBRE RLIEAL B2 TREERA iR
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R 2R R - B AE R ARYECE © Rosa (2018: 136) #E—Hi5H » E2HNIKE
B E—M TRREL) Mk TEERE) iR WilEs  — T HEERNKE
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RN A SR - Bl & T RN B AR » 78S 8 M AR B N AR 2AEAR
RE - FAM AT DAERAE TikTok Z A » BAYGLAH BIRERE) B & FHHAHEA Sl C eI TR
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— ~ TikTok [zt B 8L

[FIAR A 2 1o B VA R B ~ & 22 2 B A ot DUE N ACHE B 2 T8 B IR A 20 DY
& » TikTok TEFFZHi[A] L#ERHEE—5 ("W BEE S INEI TR EAERIERR o K > 82 Rk
F518F 24— 2 ¢ W 18 Tr 7] AR v 5 Tk Toke 447 R AT B b ——th b2 IR Rl B b —— RO B SR B
B o B MR - (—) INEAEEREE TR ; (5D @A

B EIE 47 (2024) 69-94



"ol RphrifEt

KB BRI AER ©

(—) fnzEalfEER PR E TR

f£ (2023 BEMAREHRE) F o FMAIIES]  TikTok HIEMARER LK 1 R4
AT ERTANE © B TikTok BRI A AN E RN - Zmmm X
SREER Y > B EE o R AR LR R IR EIRY WU R & 2 1 R IR T E A
PR S B RERE > HBEHERER o Gakin - Jiskh ZIRE R
s e - PERR BT EE > AR EEEMR CE L ER RS E R
ML AT EER SR AR B~ BRI o ) UE 2 0 RIS EA R B 2 — S A IR
[A] > TikTok 5 A AR E A LB H R LIRS H Y= NS - R - BRAE
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